
A lovely young lady that we have come
to know and love at All Dolled Up, first
came in about two years ago with her
care-giver, Barbara. Barbara knew of
Joanie’s love of dolls, since she already
had a collection of approximately 20 dolls.
Joanie chose her first
doll from the two
samples we had to
show her. The
greenware was
prepared and ready
for the appointed
time when Barbara
and Joanie would
attend their first class.

The day finally
arrived. Barbara and
Joanie got situated
in the classroom.
Jean brought out
the greenware, a
tub of water, and
the cleaning tools.
As it turned out,
when I explained
how fragile the doll
head is, in the
greenware stage,
Barbara opted to do
the cleaning, painting and assemble under
Joanie’s close supervision.

When asked, “Joanie, are you working
hard?” she always answered emphatically,
“Yes!” She was allowed to choose the wig
color for her first doll, which determined
the color of the paints used. Because the
doll is a sleeping baby, so we didn’t have
to know what color the eyes are.

It takes three classes to finish the first
doll, so each week when Barbara and
Joanie would come to class, Barbara
would fix Joanie a cup of tea and cookies,
or whatever goodies we had to offer, so
she could keep up her strength during
the strenuous job of supervising.

One of the ladies in the class anticipated
that the finished baby would need
clothing to make the trip home. Mary
brought a beautiful hand knit yellow and

white outfit and gave it to Joanie when
she was ready to dress the doll.

Every new mommy gets a diaper and a
birth certificate, complete with date and
city of birth, name of baby, Mother’s name,
and the name of the instructor and studio.

With all this done
and baby dressed,
Barbara gently
handed the darling
little baby girl to
Joanie. With tears
rolling down her
cheeks, (as well as
other ladies looking
on), Joanie thanked
Barbara profusely. 

A tradition in the
studio is to show
everyone your
finished doll. Joanie
walked all around, so
proud. After many
“oohs” and “aahs,”
they prepared to
leave ,Joanie cradling
her baby close.

Since that day,
Joanie has chosen and
supervised the making

of several dolls. She loves to pick the wig
color and style, the eye color, and finally,
clothing. Sandy has sewn costumes for her
dolls, too, and gets great satisfaction from
seeing how Joanie absolutely adores them.

The most recent doll that Joanie
“made” was actually created by her new
care-giver, Annette. (I wonder if Annette
realized what was involved in taking care
of Joanie when she first met her.)

We all so enjoy seeing the ultimate
satisfaction Joanie experiences each time
a doll is completed. She does not let me
forget her “diploma,” the final part of the
process. And then the process begins
again as Joanie chooses her next doll.

Jean Edsall is owner and instructor at
All Dolled Up, a porcelain doll studio in

Colorado Springs, CO. You can contact Jean
through her website: www.alldolledupinc.com
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Who would have guessed those popular
’70s ponchos would still be fashionable
big time in 2006. Ponchos are the perfect
accessory because of their versatility and
appeal to all sizes and ages. Ponchos go
everywhere—as a beach cover-up, an
elegant special event wrap, a casual jean
topper, and pretty protection for those
cool air-conditioned places.

With all the new novelty fibers available,
something special is easily created for a
gift or the creator. The poncho is easy to
make and stress-free in a variety of styles
and patterns with easy sizing for adults
and children. It can be a project for learning
new techniques and stitches. Simple knitting
and smart styling make a successful fiber
project for even the beginning knitter. Blend
colors of the same intensity instead of
beginner basic color combinations. Lace
lovers can do their thing, fair isle or intarsia
lovers have a blank slate for designing,
and texture lovers can cable away!

Ponchos are great for every body type
as long as careful attention is given to the
height and width of the wearer. A poncho
should enhance one’s best attributes. If
you’re of a large body type, try a slim
shape of lighter weight yarns with less
detail at the bottom (avoiding drawing
the eye to the hips), a light color at the
neck and on vertical cables or diagonal
lines. A slim body type can wear the
bulky yarns with deep textures such as
cables and a variety of stitches. Details

around the bottom edge are used well.
One of petite stature should avoid a “full”
poncho—shorten the length or try a
cropped version. Tall gals can gracefully
wear the longer, more dramatic length
poncho. However, the garment should
not appear as a blanket.

Scarf people, you can fearlessly attempt
ponchos done in rectangular shape. Try
knitting a long rectangle of about 50 inches
(won’t curl) in garter stitch (knit every
stitch), with large needles. Fold item in
half and stitch from the bottom up toward
the fold, leaving space for a neck opening.
Attach fringe on the opposite side of the
neck hole.

For a poncho from 2 knitted rectangles
of the same size, the cast on can be on
either the long end (depth) or the short
end, knitting the length. Mix stash yarn
of various textures and colors, knit in one
piece. Change colors every 2-6 rows. Sew
the 2 rectangles together, leaving a neck
opening of desired size. Dare to place a
button or tie every few inches to expose
the arm instead of a solid shoulder seam.

Fringe caution: fuzzy yarn as a fringe can
have electricity and thus cling—always in
the wrong places! Save fuzzy fringe for
areas near the face. Test a yarn for fringe
by cutting it to ascertain if it unravels
which makes it inappropriate for fringe.

Sharon Greve is the Newsletter Editor
for the Four Corners Knitting Guild. You
can reach her at k1p1greve@yahoo.com

The Dropped Stitch
by Sharon Greve

Poncho’s — The Perfect Fashion Accessory


